















































ADARA conference opens with lecture by RSA commissioner 
and Boyce Williams tribute 


By Katherine DeLorenzo 

undreds of professionals 

whose work is geared toward 
enhancing the lives of deaf and 
hard of hearing people gathered 
at the Key Bridge Marriott in 
Arlington, Va., June 1-5 for the 
1999 conference of ADARA: 
Professionals Networking for 
Excellence in Service Delivery 
with Individuals who are Deaf or 
Hard of Hearing. 

Entitled "Quality Services, 
Creative Approaches," this year’s 
conference placed special 
emphasis on the challenge of uti- 
lizing existing resources to serve 
the needs of deaf, hard of hear- 
ing, and deaf-blind individuals. To 
celebrate the longstanding rela- 
tionship between ADARA and 
Gallaudet University in providing 
services for deaf people, an open- 
ing ceremony was held June 2 on 
campus. 

Following a picnic on Faculty 
Row that was hosted by the 
University, an opening ceremony 
in GUKCC featured remarks by 
Dr. Frederick Schroeder, commis- 
sioner of the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration. 

Describing Gallaudet as "a 
beacon of hope for deaf people" 
nationwide, Schroeder called 
upon ADARA members and con- 
ference attendees to remain 
watchful of trends in disability law 
and rehabilitation services that 
threaten to roll back gains for 
deaf and disabled individuals, 
especially in the areas of employ- 





Dr. Edna Pannanen Adler shares her memories of working with 
Dr. Boyce Williams during a tribute to the late educator and reha- 
bilitation counselor. A photo of Williams is shown in the backdrop. 


ment and education. He empha- 
sized that an increasing push to 
merge the specialized field of 
rehabilitation services into what 
he called "generic" job training 
and services may spread 
resources so thin that instead of 
helping its intended beneficiaries, 
it may "end up serving many, 
many people very poorly." 
Access to education remains a 
special concern for Schroeder, 
who praised Gallaudet’s mission 
as an example of success in fos- 
tering the career advancement of 
deaf and hard of hearing people. 
It is education, as well as support 
for job training appropriate to an 
individual’s needs and capabili- 
ties, that will allow deaf, deaf- 
blind, and disabled individuals to 


become "equal- 
ly represented 
in all types of 
employment," 
said Schroeder. 
In addition to 
presentations 
by Schroeder, 
outgoing 
ADARA 
President 
Michele Berke, 
and conference 
chairs Dr. Lauri 
Rush and Dr. 
Alan Marcus, 
the latter two of 
the Gallaudet 
Mental Health 
Center, the 
GUKCC cere- 


mony featured a tribute to the late 
Boyce Williams, a leader in the 
rehabilitation field. The tribute 
included stories, anecdotes, and 
reminiscences about Williams 
from his colleagues, including Dr. 
Edna Pannanen Adler, Charlotte 
Coffield, and David Myers. 

The opening remarks were fol- 
lowed by a reception honoring the 
late Christopher Van Scott, who 
worked as a counselor at 
Gallaudet’s Mental Health Center. 
It was also announced that the 
Gallaudet University Department 
of Counseling’s 25th anniversary 
would be celebrated during the 
conference with two events hon- 
oring faculty and alumni of the 
department. 


MSSD Graduation: Welcoming change with open arms 


By Mary Thornley 

amela Sue Siebert, valedicto- 

rian for MSSD’s Class of ‘99, 
confessed to her classmates at 
the school’s commencement 
exercises June 12 in Elstad 
Auditorium that she has often 
feared change. She said that 
years earlier, she had been fright- 
ened at the prospect of leaving 
her home in Minnesota to attend 
high school. 

"When | was about 10 years 
old, my mother found me in my 
bedroom crying hard," she said. "I 
told her | did not want to enter 
high school, | would have to live 
in an apartment, cooking my own 
food and paying my own bills." 
Still, she willed herself to be bold 
and optimistic. She concluded 
that change is always with us and 
must be welcomed. 

Shira Ann Leitson-Grabelsky, 
salutatorian, was more symbolic. 
High school was ‘The 
Experience.’ Grade school and 
middle school were ‘ponds’ 


through which students wade to 
get to ‘the sea’-high school. 

But both speakers expressed 
wholeheartedly that graduation 
was their reward for overcoming 
their difficulties. 

Many others were also recog- 
nized at the commencement cere- 
mony. Earl Marshall Allen, Jr. 
received the 1999 Peter B. Hobbs 
Award, given to a model student 
who has been at MSSD for at 
least three years, demonstrates 


The MSSD Class of 1999 poses for the traditional class photo on the steps of Chapel Hall. 


loyalty and love for the school, as 
well as good citizenship, good 
academic standing, and has con- 
tributed to at least two areas of 
the MSSD community. 

Hobbs was a principal at 
MSSD who passed away in 1987 
after many years of service to the 
school. Upon his death, a scholar- 
ship was established in his honor. 

Graduating with honors from 


the Class of ‘99 were: Siebert, 
continued on page 2 





Seven honored at 
KDES Recognition 
Ceremony 


By Todd Byrd 

ntering high school is a rite of 

passage for young adoles- 
cents that is filled with visions 
such as hanging out with a cool 
crowd and learning to drive. But 
as Dwight Alston pointed out to 
KDES’ seven 1999 graduates at a 
June 11 ceremony held in their 
honor, it also has a serious side: 
"You have four years to become 
women and men-don’t waste it 
playing." 

Alston, the speaker at this 
year’s KDES Recognition 
Ceremony, and an alumnus of 
KDES, MSSD, and Gallaudet, 
practices what he preaches—he 
has been a residence advisor at 
MSSD for the past eight years 
and he will receive a master’s 
degree in deaf education from 
Western Maryland College this 
summer. Before addressing the 
young graduates, Alston said he 
"reflected on my long experience 
here on this campus, and | 
thought, What could | say to help 
you on your path?" 

The answer, he said, Is pre- 
paredness. "Don’t get to be a 
senior and not know what you 
want to do," said Alston. He rec- 
ommended that the students par- 
ticipate in extracurricular activities 
and community service projects. 
“The more you get involved, the 
more likely you will get to know 
what you want do with your 
future," he said. Alston also 
advised them to respect their 
teachers and other staff mem- 
bers, and their parents, who he 
said will be their "kings and 
queens." 

Dr. Katherine Jankowski, 
PCNMP’s director of 
Demonstration Schools, added 
that the graduates are completing 
and embarking on milestones in 
their lives. "What you learned at 
KDES you will take with you," 
said Jankowski, adding that high 
school "is a whole new road with 
challenges of its own." 

Receiving certificates for com- 
pletion of their studies at KDES 
this year were Jennifer Fuentes, 
Blanca Mendoza, Yancy Navarro, 
Peter Martin, Daniel Merchant, 
Christopher Robinson, and Jamie 
Weinstock. 

Special awards went to four of 
the students: Navarro was pre- 
sented with the Elizabeth Jackson 
award, given to a graduate who 
shows academic promise and 
leadership potential; Weinstock 
received the Kendall Home- 
School Organization's award for 
academic excellence; Robinson 
was chosen for KHSO’s award for 
the student who has shown the 
most improvement; and Martin 
was given the Art Award. 











By Mike Kaika 


herry Duhon, a 1977 graduate 

of Gallaudet who serves as 
assistant director of Public 
Relations and coordinator of the 
Visitors Center, was the coach of 
the Gaithersburg Mets this sea- 
son. Her husband, Andy, served 
as the assistant coach. 

Sherry’s coed team consisted 
of 11 players, all 7- and 8-year- 
olds, all deaf, all students at the 
Maryland School for the Deaf in 
Frederick, and all but two are chil- 
dren of Gallaudet alumni. 

"| love to be with children, so | 
thought, ‘Why not coach a base- 
ball team?,”" said Sherry. "This 
season, | asked the Gaithersburg 
Recreation Department if | could 
form a team consisting of all deaf 
children and they were very sup- 
portive of the idea and encour- 
aged me to do so." 

Sherry’s team of six girls and 
five boys played Jugs 
baseball-one notch above T-ball. 
This is where a machine does the 
pitching but most of the rules of 
baseball are followed, except 
each batter is allowed four strikes 
or seven pitches. "We had a 1-6 
record this season," said Sherry, 
“but more important is the fun the 
kids had playing baseball. They 
showed up every Friday for prac- 
tice and every Saturday for the 
game full of enthusiasm and spir- 
it." 

The team was like one big, 
happy family. "There were times 
when | felt like a mother and a 


Sherry Duhon: Coach of the Mets 
(Gaithersburg Mets, that is) 





The Gaithersburg Mets, in their uniforms, are (from left): (second row) Michael Mabashov, 
Jessica Israel, Corey Balzer, Tony Bush, Lauren Benedict, Chanel Gleicher, Coach Sherry 
Duhon, (first row) Brandon More, Tandy Lewis, Daniel Katz-Hernandez, Danielle Berrigan, 


and AJ Weiner. 


counselor," said Sherry. 
"Especially when players struck 
out and began to cry. | would 
have to console them, telling 
them that it was perfectly alright 
to strike out. That is part of the 
game." Another time, one of the 
players who was in the batter’s 
box, stepped out, looked toward 
the bleachers, and just stood 
there. Sherry went over to the 
player and asked, "What's 
wrong?" The kid said, "My mother 
is not watching me." So Sherry 
walked over to the bleachers and 
asked her to watch her child. 

It was a short but wonderful 
season, Sherry commented. 
Every team and coach in the 
league were great and had the 
philosophy that they were out 
there to have fun. "It was espe- 
cially encouraging to see so many 
parents at the games to cheer 
their children and watch them 
play," she said, adding that she is 
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looking forward to coaching the 
team again next season. 

"| wasn’t sure how the other 
teams and coaches would react 
to an all-deaf team joining the 
league," said Sherry. "But, when 
the season was over | could see 
both sides benefitted. My team 
got a lot of positive encourage- 
ment from the other coaches 
when they did something good 
and the other coaches got to see 
that my kids weren't any different 
than any other kids." 

David Ludington, recreation 
program supervisor for the 
Gaithersburg Recreation 
Department, concurs. "The reac- 
tion to Sherry’s team was all posi- 
tive. Everybody thought it was 
great," said Ludington. "One 
coach said to me, ‘I can’t sign, but 
| Know exactly what they’re saying 
because I’m saying the same 
thing to my team.” 


there more of them at our various 
athletic events? | urge everyone, 


nuts and non-nuts alike, to be vig- 
- orous in supporting our student 


athletes. Become a Bison Booster. 


MSSD Graduation 


continued from page 1 

Gold Eagle (3.75-4.00); Allen, 
Kristen Fredericks, Steve 
Gagnon, Karla Konkel, Leitson- 
Grabelsky, Stephanie Rathburn, 
Patrick Rosenberg, Fouad 
Shenouda, Melissa Siegert, Silver 
Eagles (3.25-3.74): and Tamara 
Suiter, Bronze Eagle (3.00-3.24). 

The commencement speaker 
was Dr. Frank Turk, ‘52. Turk, a 
renowned educator, worked at 
Gallaudet University from 1952 to 
1984, then he served as the dean 
of Student Life at MSSD until 
1989. As dean, he developed and 
implemented a student life pro- 
gram that has been emulated 
nationwide. After his career at 
Gallaudet, Turk served as super- 


ON THE GREEN 


AMONG QUASELVES 


Evaluative Research in 
Recreation, Parks, and Sports 
Settings (Sagimore Publishing, 
1999) is the title of a new publica- 
tion authored by Dr. Carol 
Riddick, a professor in the 
Department of Physical Education 
and Recreation. 


Dr. Benjamin Bahan, chair of 
Gallaudet’s Deaf Studies 
Department, was a featured 
speaker at the annual convention 
of Teachers of English to 
Speakers of Other Languages 
(TESOL), held in New York City in 
March. 


English Professor Lois Bragg 
was one of the keynote speakers 
at the 12th Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Disability Studies, held 
in Washington, D.C., May 27-30. 
Her topic was "Deaf Studies as 
Precursor to Disability Studies?" 
Also serving as moderator for a 
panel on disability and employ- 
ment was Dr. Sharon Barnartt, 
sociology professor and 1998-99 


ie aac fiat member. 





Mary Thornley’s “Milan, Italy 1880 II.” 


Mary Thornley, 1998-99 
artist-in-residence at Gallaudet 
and a writer for the Office of 
Public Relations, was mentioned 
in the May/June 1999 issue of 
Gallery & Studio. Thornley’s paint- 
ings were among a number of 


works by deaf women artists 


intendent of the South Dakota 
School for the Deaf from 1989 to 
1991, state director of services for 
the deaf and hard of hearing in 
North Carolina from 1991 to 1997, 
and special assistant to the exec- 
utive director of the National 
Association of the Deaf from 1997 
to the end of 1998. Since 
January, he has been working for 
South Dakota’s Communication 
Service for the Deaf. 

The graduates were jubilant, 
cheering the speakers enthusias- 
tically, signing to the audience as 
they marched forward to accept 
their diplomas. 

After the ceremony, graduates 
and their families and friends lin- 
gered for joyful reunions and 
proud photo sessions. K¢ 
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shown during a recent Ceres 
Gallery exhibit in New York City. 


English professor and 
acclaimed artist Dr. Barbara 
Hardaway is presenting a solo 
exhibition of collages and assem- 
blages at the Strathmore Hall Arts 
Center in Bethesda, Md., during 
the month of June. A press 
release for Hardaway’s exhibit 
praises her ability to "transform 
everyday objects into vibrant and 
fantastical constructs." Hardaway 
will show other examples of her 
art at the upcoming group show 
"Common Bond," which runs from 
June 18 through July 24 at 
Strathmore. Hardaway’s work will 
be discussed in a gallery walk- 
through and lecture, which is free 
and open to the public, on 
Wednesday, June 30, at 7 p.m. 
Strathmore Hall Arts Center, 
located at 10701 Rockville Pike, 
is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday; 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Wednesday; and 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Saturday. 

, Mike 
Lockhart has 
been named act- 
ing purchasing 
manager for the 
Purchasing 
Department. The 
department is in 
the process of 
implementing a 
purchasing card 
program and the 
PeopleSoft pur- 
chase order system. Lockhart will 
lead these new initiatives, start a 
dialogue with faculty, teachers, 
and staff about their purchasing 
needs, provide daily oversight to 
ongoing purchasing activities, and 
assist with contracts administra- 
tion. 
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FOR RENT: Basement 
walk-in apt. in Cheverly (6 
mi. to Gallaudet), BR, BA, 
LR, DR, kitchen, W/D, 
deck, $545/mo. Contact 
paul.singleton @tma.osd.m 
il, or call (703) 681-3978 
SBS 


FOR RENT: First floor 
condo in Laurel Lakes, 
2BR, 2BA, DW, W/D, fire- 
place, beginning Aug., 
$850/mo. plus util. Call 
(301) 604-5846 (TTY). 
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